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Welcome to my May 2019 Parliamentary report. It is amazing how quickly this year is
passing! There is so much going on both in the constituency and in Westminster, with
Brexit and Europe of course taking up a huge amount of time.

As usual, | hope that this report gives you a flavour of some of the activities | have been
involved in and some of the campaigns | have supported over the last few months. As
usual, if you have any questions or comments about anything in this report, please get

Best wishes /2/ A{/ /&:

in touch on mail@roberta.org.uk.

European Elections & Brexit

The dust has now settled on the European |
elections, and my thanks go to everyone who
knocked on doors, delivered leaflets, and
supported our great Labour candidates.

|l tds a real pity tha
re-elected, and it is such a shame that Clare
PennyEvans, our third candidate was not

elected, as she would have been an excellent
MEP for the North East.

Roberta campaig

The results of the European elections present European

a complicated picture, with a lot of questions to be asked about future Brexit policy for
both Conservatives and Labour. In a few weeks we may end up with a Prime Minister
who backs a nedeal Brexit and this would be disastrous for the North East. | will
continue to do all | can to ensure that ndeal is taken off the table. As you know | am
a strong supporter of a confirmatory referendum, and | will be pressing the leadership
to support a Peopl eds Vote.




Licensing

Roberta calls Westminster Hall debate on Licensing

Following on from the review of the
Statement of Licensing Policy recently
carried out by Durham County Council, |
called a Westminster Hall debate on
licensing issues in Durham to raise this
matter with the Government.

During the debate, | raised concerns
about public safety, crime and disorder
in the city, the growth of the nightime
economy at the expense of other city
centre businesses, the increasing
number of hen and stag parties causing disruption during the daytime, and the
disturbance that the number of venues with late licenses is having on those who
live in the city.

| also cited other local authorities, such as Newcastle City Council, Cheshire West
and Chester Council, and Cambridge City Council that seem to have much more
robust licensing regimes.

The council are currently looking at the responses to the recent consultation, and
will produce the new licensing policy later this year. | look forward to seeing a new,
stronger policy for the city centre that truly balances the needs of visitors and
residents. If you want to read my submission to the consultation, you can do so by
visiting my website www.roberta.org.uk

All Party Parliamentary Universities Group

In my role as Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Universities Group, | led a
discussion on the recently released Universities UK report on the attainment gap
between students of different ethnicities.

The excellence of the UK higher education sector are recognised around the world,

but an attainment gap exists at the vast majority of universities, and evidence
suggests that these cannot be explained
gualifications.

Just prior to the official launch of this
report, | hosted a discussion of this
issues raised, and what can be done
to tackle this attainment gap. It is
clear more needs to be done but thiggs
report sets out several

recommendations that will help.

You can read the full report at
www.universitiesuk.ac.uk



Roberta questions Secretary of State on Augar Report

The funding of postl8 education
| and student finance has
undergone a period of constant
policy change since 2012.

Raising higher education tuition
fees and abolishing maintenance
grants havecut public spending at
the expense ofincreased student
debt. These reforms have
prompted much debate about thecost and value of higher educatiomnd
intensified scrutiny of the funding system.

In February 2018, the Prime Minister announced a review of Pds® Education

and Fundingled by Philip Augar, and | recently asked the Secretary of State what
steps the Government is taking to ensure that the outcome of the review does not
negatively affect university funding. The report was published on 30 May, and my
initial thoughts are that while funding Further Education is really important, this but
Sshoul dndot be at the expense of Higher
income is made up by the Government to make sure that the quality of our world
class Higher Education sector doesnot

Childrends Future Food

As you will know from previous
reports, | have been taking part

Inquiry, which has been
examining the impact that food
insecurity has on children in the
UK. | was therefore pleased to
be able to attend the launch of
the final report outlining how
important it is that children have
access to healthy nutritious
food.

The Chil drends
] S Inquiry was the first attempt to
Roberta at the I&auFnucthu roef : diractly seek the views of
children and young people living

in the Children'’
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i n poverty across the UK. The projectos

hundreds of young people, staff who work with children, academics and experts.

As well as other recommendations, this report has called for the introduction of a

Childrends Food Watchdog, and produced

properly implemented, could really loosen the grip of food poverty on young people.
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Childrends Future Food Westm
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As well as taking part in
the Children
Inquiry, | subsequently
spoke in a Westminster
Hall debate called to
discuss the report.

| paid tribute to those who
worked so hard on this RO
report, and pointed out the Roberta speaking in West
importance of free school meals in ensuring children can grow and thrive. | also
highlighted that we have been talking about this issue for far too long, and it is
about time the Government took action to ensure no child is affected by food
insecurity.

You can find out more about the Chil dr e
final report by visiting the website foodfoundation.org.uk

Durham Sixth Form Centre Westminster visit

| met up with students from Durham Sixth'
Form Centre when they recently visited
Parliament.

It was really good to see young people
taking a real interest in politics, and they
asked some very interesting questions
when we discussed my role as an MP in o
Westminster and the City of Durham. G w2 TR

Durham Sixth Form Centre Debating competition

As well as meeting with students in Westminster, | was pleased to speak at the
Durham Sixth Form Centre Your Voice Your Say event.

This event was part of a project aimed at raising pupils confidence in public
speaking, and was the culmination
of a series of workshops organised
by North East arts commissioning
company The Forge.

It was great to hear some excellent
contributions from those taking part,
and | hope that other schools in the
constituency take part in such
projects in the future.




Roberta speaks at the Think Modern campaign launch

Modern universities
make a huge
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in terms of widening
access to higher
education, and
ensuring graduates
have the skills they
need for their future
professions.

| was therefore really
pleased to be able to

speak at the launch of - ,
t he Think v.._Rogt peaking at

campaign, which has been organised by Million Plus, the Association for Modern
Universities.

This campaign explores the work that these universities do, and it is important
that this is recognised. You can read some of the case studies and articles that
support this campaign by visiting www.millionplus.ac.uk/thiakodern

Roberta visits East Durham College at Houghall

==:—: mn gy | recently visited East Durham
T EEEIII mggg Col legeds Houghall ¢
CTY R 1™ .= =. BN BR with the Principal and the Chair of

— B Bl | Governors to discuss the future

plans of the college.

| East Durham College offers a range
@ of high-quality technical and

| professional education and training
courses for young people and
adults, and help people develop
their skills and career opportunities.

. | was pleased to get the chance to

catch up with the excellent work that

Is going on at Houghall, and discuss

the coll egeds future



The Environment

Roberta attends Green Building Council event

| was pleased to be able to attend the Green Building
Counci |l 6s event on I mprovin
built environment , and took part in an interesting

discussion about what needs to be done to deliver

much needed zero carbon homes in the future.

As the work of the Planning Commission continues,
sustainability is one of the key areas that we will be
looking at, and so this event was a helpful and timely
opportunity to look at what we can do to ensure that
buildings are not only designed to withstand the
effects of climate change, but minimise their impact
on the environment.

Roberta speaks in Climate Change Debate

| took the opportunity to speak
in the debate called by Labour
which pressed the Government
to declare a climate emergency

| pointed out the hypocrisy of th
Government's position in
claiming that it is doing what it
can to tackle climate change,
whilst at the same time pursuings
fracking. 5
| dm pleased tha o T T R D 8

declare a climate emergency was approved but we still need to do much more to
press the Government to take concrete steps in addressing this vital issue.

MP _backs the Get Drastic on Plastic Campaign

== As well as taking part in events to highlight climate
t e change, | was really pleased to support the Get Drastic
iMoo n Plastic Campaign | ed by t

the Earth )
INSPIRmG P Friends of the Earth.

We all know the devastating effects that plastic is
having on our ecosystems, and this campaign calls on
the Government to introduce legislation to move us
towards zero plastic pollution within the next 23 years.

Dl W
I SUPPORT
STRONG LEGISLATION TO:
[.[:11A Begin phasing out ded pl;
X212 End pollution from hard-to-replace

plastics - like car tyres, paints and clothes
[T 1ZF7 Aim for near zero plastic pollution

oW

You can find out more about this campaign by visiting
www.getdrastic-on-plastic.co.uk




Planning and Housing

Roberta raises fracking issues in Westminster

. In a recent debate on the
Government ds pl ans
fracking, | responded for the
Opposition.

The Government has indicated

that it could allow fracking to

take place permitted

development or as Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects

. (NSIPS). This would mean that a
fracking company would simply

be able to bypass the local planning authority, and communities would have no say
in whether drilling or exploration takes place.

We know that fracking is not only dangerous, but also contributes to climate
changes, and | pointed out how reckl ess
vital that fracking companies seek local planning approval.

Labour is totally apposed to these plans, and would go even further and ban
fracking completely. It is vitally important that we stop this hugely damaging
practice, and fully oppose Government plans to give companies a free reign to
damage our environment.

Roberta questions Minister on local planning powers

After the Ministry of
Housing Communities anc
Local Government Select
Committee advised the
Government that it must
do more to support
neighbourhood planning
across the country, |
challenged the Minister to
do more to ensure that
this happens.

In particular, | asked the Minister to provide more powers to Town and Parish
Councils to facilitate Neighbourhood Planning, and to make sure all areas of the
country, but particularly those with acute need, are able to plan for and deliver the
homes that they need, including social
able to improve the wider built and natural environment as well, and | will continue
to press the Government on the need for proper support for councils and planning
forums in the future.
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Roberta speaks at the National Planning Summit

22 | was really pleased to be able to speak at

' the 2019 National Planning Summit, which
took place in central London and was

\ organised by Planning Magazine.

Every year, the Planning Summit brings
together planning and regeneration
professionals to stay ugo-date with the
latest legislative and legal changes, as well
as sharing best practice on how to address
the challenges for the sector now and in the
future.

| spoke about the work of the Planning
Commission, and how Labour will look to
implement a planning system that works for
our communities, as well as delivering the
housing and infrastructure our country

Roberta welcomes upgrades on Sherburn Road Estate

| joined local residents on Sherburn Road Estate
following worked carried out in the area by the

| correspondence | received from residents of the

estate that said some properties needed upgrading,

| contacted Bernicia to request that works be carried
out on iIits properties, and
company responded so positively to these requests.

b Bernicia has now completed a big project in the area
alongside the principal contractor, the local
construction firm Esh Group. This projects has seen

new roofs -

and
insulation mstalled on more than 150

houses on the estate, as well as B
making some general improvements tcn ,
the area.

| tds great to seefl
this work has had on the area. My R
thanks go to everyone involved for theif* &

hard work. :



Roberta speaks at the Tomorrows Leaders Awards
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Every year, The British Property
Federation holds itods
Awards, which recognises and celebrates

the young talent coming through in the

s UKs Real Estate sector, and | was

B delighted to speak at this event.

It was particularly pleasing to see that

this year, the awards included a Diversity
and Inclusion Award, which recognised
someone who has who has personally
driven a more diverse and inclusive
workplace. It is vital that we have better representation in the sector, and so | was
pleased to see this being recognised. My congratulations go to all the winners, and
you can see the full list by visiting www.bpf.org.uk/bjitures-tomorrowsleaders-
awards2019

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association

Celebrating 70 years of the Commonwealth

This year was the seventieth anniversary o°
the modern Commonwealth, and | was
delighted to speak at the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association reception held i
Westminster to celebrate its rich history.

I highlighted the work the CPA has carried
out on a wide range of issues including
modern slavery, women's representation
and making parliaments more effective. |

hope that t he CPAOS Roberta spé.rakingA ues
another seventy years!

CPA Regional Conference

As well as celebrating the past achievements of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, |

| attended the most recent Regional Conference to

| discuss issues that we face today and in the future.

8l This conference addressed a number of issues,
including how parliaments can tackle the growing
problem of fake news, as well holding a number of
workshops on how we can make our parliaments
more effective and inclusive.



Miscellaneous Issues and Events

May Day Rally

| was really pleased to be able to attend and speak
. at the City of Durham Labour Party May Day Rally
at Redhills.

Despite the inclement weather, this was a hugely
successful event, and it was great to have the

chance to discuss workers struggles over the years

and the need to protect employment rights for

future generations. The rally saw a range of

speakers taking part, as well as a screening of the
Womends Banner Group fil m,
exhibition on the links between mining

communities and Russia.

My thanks go to everyone who helped organise this
event, and to everyone who came along and took part in the discussions.

This is Durham: Be a Part of It

| was delighted to be able to attend the recent ever.
in Westminster promoting the county as a great
place to live, work and do business.

The event, called This is Durham: Be a Part of it wi "
organised by Durham County Council, Business k&
Durham and Durham University amongst others,
and is part of the Durham: Powered by People
initiative to encourage inward investment into the
area.

|l tds great to see such
highlighting the strengths of the county, and you ca
fins out more about the Powered by People initiati
at www.durhampoweredbypeople.co.uk

Advice Surgery Sessions

More and more people are coming along to my advice
surgeries, especially as issues with Universal Credit
continues to hit people hard.

ppro

A number of people and families are being pushed
into financial difficulty by this poorly administrated
and unfair system.

As well as problems with benefits, | have continued to
see people who need help with such issues as social
housing, problems accessing health services and
immigration issues, and | will continue to work hard to
help residents who need support.
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Planning Commission

Work continues on the Planning
Commission, with more regional
meetings taking place, as well as
a number of site visits, and our
regular meetings in Westminster.

As you will know from previous
reports, the aim of the
Commission is to gather and
examine evidence that will help set
out a range of planning policy
options for the next Labour
Government. The work of the
Planning Commission has been ongoing for some time now, and we are really
gathering a wealth of information that will be of great importance when
considering the range of planning
policies for Labour.

Recently, the Planning Commission

has been in Cambridge, and we

held a series of meetings with local

planners and residents to get a

first hand look at the issues that

are affecting communities in the

area. As well as this, the

Commission has held a number of

meetings to look at issues such as

how we ensure the planning

system addresses climate change,

and sustainability in development, as well as how planning departments are
financed, and what we need to do
to ensure that planning authorities
have the resources they need to
make sure that the planning
system meets the needs of
communities.

The Commission will continue to
hold regional meetings in the
coming months, including here in
the North East, and will be
producing its final
recommendations in a report that
will be published later in the year.
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