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City of Durham CLP Report — September 2018 

Roberta Blackman-Woods MP 
Working Hard for Durham 

Labour Planning Commission 

As you will recall, in my last report I mentioned Labour’s Planning Commission, a 

group I set up with Andrew Gwynne with Jeremy’s support to help set out a range of 

planning policy options for the next Labour Government. 

We have already held our first meeting, and the Commission will be officially 

launched at Conference later this month, however I am continuing to meet with 

planners, developers and residents to discuss the key issues in the planning 

system. 

 

Following our launch at Conference, we will be taking the Planning Commission on 

the road, and will be visiting regions across the country to meet with key 

stakeholders. If we are to put forward a set of planning proposals that genuinely 

puts communities at the centre of planning, it’s vital that we get a real 

understanding of the issues that different areas are facing. 

 

The Commission will therefore continue to meet over the next year to ensure that 

Labour puts forward a truly visionary planning system for the future, based on 

tackling inequality and promoting social justice, and providing a high-quality built 

and natural environment for everyone. 
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Durham Issues & Visits 

Roberta celebrates 100 years of Women’s Suffrage  

As you will recall, in my last report, I 

highlighted the fabulous events that 

had taken place to celebrate 100 

years since some women were given 

the vote.  
 

As the celebrations of the centenary of 

women’s suffrage continue in the 

region, I spoke at an event in Wharton 

Park which was organised by the 

Passport Office as part of their week 

of inclusion. 
 

This was a joint event for staff from the 

Passport Office, the Land Registry, the 

Valuations Office, and the Department 

for Work and Pensions, and I spoke 

about the changes in Parliament over 

the last 100 years in terms of 

representation of women, and my 

experiences as a woman MP. 
 

As well as the event in Wharton Park, I will be joining residents in Coxhoe at a 

march organised by the Coxhoe History Group and led by local member 

Barbara Hepplewhite. 
 

The march is all about celebrating the contribution women have made to 

Coxhoe and the surrounding area throughout the years, and the difference 

they continue to make today. 
 

I will be speaking once the march has 

reached the village green and everyone 

who wishes to come along is invited. 

Refreshments will be served after the 

march at Lyons Corner Coffee Shop. If 

you wish to come along to support the 

march, you can meet at the railway 

crossing gates at 11am, and you can 

find more information at 

www.coxhoehistory.org. I hope to see 

many of you there in Coxhoe! 
 

Roberta speaking at the Women’s Gala 

Roberta speakingat the Passport Office event 
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I joined students, parents and staff at St Leonard’s School presentation evening 

to help celebrate the success of those who have recently sat their A Levels and 

GCSEs. 
 

I spoke about issues in the education system, and it was great to be able to 

congratulate all the 

students who worked so 

hard to achieve some 

excellent results.  

 

The evening was a fitting 

way to recognise their 

achievements, and my 

congratulations go to all 

the students who worked 

so hard.I really look forward 

to joining other schools in 

celebrating the success of 

their pupils. 

MP speaks at St Leonard’s School Presentation Evening 

Roberta attends World Exchange Event  

I recently attended the World 

Community Day Youth Workshop event 

organised by Most Education, a 

Durham based non-profit organisation 

for cultural relations and educational 

opportunities.  

 

The students come from all across the 

world as well as from Durham, and took 

part in a number of workshops on 

issues including Racism and Prejudice, 

Discrimination, Disability and Immigration. 

 

The students stay with English families during their stay, and it is a wonderful 

opportunity for them to expand their horizons, build their skills and confidence, 

and experience other cultures. 

 

Most Education do a great job organising these events, and not only provide a 

wonderful experience for students visiting Durham, but allow many young people 

here in Durham a window into the wider world. If you want to find out more about 

the work that Most do, you can visit their website www.mosteducation.co.uk 

Roberta with pupils and staff from Most Education 
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Roberta meets with Newton Hall Guides 

I very much enjoyed meeting with the 1st Newton Hall Guides to talk about the 

centenary of women's suffrage, and the important role that Durham played in 

the women’s movement. They had many questions and also quizzed me about  

my experiences as a woman MP.  

 

It was really pleasing to meet up with young people who are taking such an 

active interest in the role women play in politics and public life, and I hope that 

this continues, as there was clearly a number of bussing MPs in the room! I 

really look forward to meeting up with the Guides again in the future. 

Roberta speaks to Metro Radio about Universal Credit 

I was recently interviewed on Metro Radio about the impact that Universal Credit 

is having on families in the area.  
 

You will already be aware that Universal Credit has been rolled out in Durham, 

and I am already picking up issues from constituents on this matter. 
 

As well as issues around the poor administration of Universal Credit, there is 

also a huge amount of concern about the use of a single monthly household 

payment. 
 

This method of receiving the benefit means that abusive partners could 

potentially receive the full family income, and I used this interview to highlight my 

concerns about the impact Universal Credit will have on those suffering 

domestic abuse, and other vulnerable people as well.  
 

I will continue to listen to individuals and groups in the constituency who have 

raised their concerns with me about the impact of Universal Credit, and will 

continue putting pressure on the government to urgently review the 

administration of this benefit in light of these issues. 
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Advice Surgery Sessions 

I have continued to notice more 

people than ever attending my 

advice surgeries over the last few 

months with more and more 

complex and urgent issues. With 

cuts to local services, the NHS 

under strain and changes to 

benefits set to continue, many of 

my constituents are finding it very 

hard to access the services they 

need, and to make ends meet. 

 

I will continue to work to help 

residents who need support, and 

who are struggling to deal with the 

effects of the unfair and divisive 

policies being pursued by the 

Government. 

Roberta meeting with constituents 

This month, the 

Boundary 

Commission 

sent it’s final 

report to the 

Government, 

who then lay 

the report in 

Parliament 

before a vote is 

taken on 

whether to accept the proposed changes. 
 

Sadly, it appears that the Boundary Commission have decided to stick with the 

recommendations they made in the second set of proposals, which would mean 

the North East will be reduced from 29 constituencies currently to 25 proposed 

constituencies. Furthermore, these plans will split the City of Durham 

Constituency across six newly created constituencies.   

 

Currently, there is no date set for a vote for in Parliament on this issue, but rest 

assured I will continue to work hard for the residents of Durham. You can view 

the proposals at the websiteboundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk 

Boundary Commission Review 2018 
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Westminster 

MP speaks in debate on Holiday Hunger 

As the summer holidays have now drawn to a close, many families in Durham will 

once again have had to deal with the 

added cost of food when their children 

aren't receiving school meals. 

 

This is a very real issue for so many 

people, and the Government is failing to 

properly support families who struggle 

to make ends meet. 

 

Before recess, I took the opportunity to 

ask the Leader of the House to allocate 

time in the Chamber for a debate on 

what more the Government can do to 

support families who struggle without 

access to school meals. I hope that time will be set aside in Parliament to 

discuss this problem soon. 

 

 

As you may new, the 

government recently 

released a revised version 

of the National Planning 

Policy Framework (NPPF), 

yet shamefully did not allow 

any time in Parliament for 

questions, or indeed make 

any copies of the document 

available for members to 

read. 
 

Despite this, it is unsurprising to see that the new NPPF is just same old 

deregulation of planning that we would expect from a Tory government. 
 

This revised document fails to address climate change or protect our heritage 

and there is nothing to support the genuinely affordable housing we need, with 

proper infrastructure support and access to good quality jobs, transport and 

services. 
 

The next Labour Government will deliver a visionary planning system for the 

future, based on tackling inequality and promoting social justice, and providing a 

high-quality built and natural environment for everyone. 

Roberta comments on the new NPPF 
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Roberta presents petitions to Parliament 

Before recess, I 

present two 

petition to 

Parliament. The 

first was in 

reference to Home 

Education, and the 

second was in 

relation to the 

terms an 

conditions on 

leasehold 

agreements—an 

issue which is affecting a number of constituents across Durham. 

 

Once a petition has been presented to Parliament, it is then sent on to the 

department responsible for that issue, and I hope some action will be taken by 

the Government on these issues soon. 

MP speaks at Oxford Planning Law Conference 

This week I attended the annual Oxford 

Planning Law conference, and delivered 

the keynote speech to a delegation of 

legal and planning professionals. 
 

The conference is attended it is                      

attended by practitioners who 

specialise in town and country planning 

and professionals with an interest in 

planning and environmental issues and 

provides those in attendance with an 

opportunity to discuss the key issues of 

the day.  
 

During the conference I outlined the    

numerous problems with the                            

Government’s current approach to 

housing, and laid out the work that                 

Labour is doing to create an alternative 

approach that will address in addressing 

the current housing crisis within the UK. 
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Roberta backs Breast Cancer Now’s Wear it Pink campaign 

I recently took the time to join Breast 

Cancer Now to help raise awareness for 

their upcoming Wear it Pink campaign, 

which this year takes place on 19 

October 2018. 
 

Wear it Pink day is one of the biggest 

fundraising events in the UK, with 

thousands of people wearing pink in their 

communities, schools or work places for 

the UK's largest breast cancer charity, 

Breast Cancer Now.  
 

Their first event took place in in 2002, 

and so far has raised over £31.5 million 

for vital research. 

 

If you want to find out more about how 

you can get involved in the Wear it Pink 

campaign, you can visit Breast Cancer 

Now’s  website at www.wearitpink.org 

 

Roberta and ...Wearing it Pink! 

Shockingly, in 2017 137,000 girls in the 

UK missed school simply because they 

could not afford sanitary products. 

 
It is appalling that this should still 

happen in the UK today, and so I was 

pleased to be able to join the CWU to 

help raise awareness of this issue, and 

join their call for sanitary products to be 

free for all women. 

 
The End Period Poverty campaign is 

being backed by a huge number of 

organisations, from the CWU through to 

manufacturers of sanitary products, and I 

will continue to back the call for free 

period products for everyone in the 

future. 

MP supports End Period Poverty Campaign 


