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Voting

Exercising your right to vote is one of the most crucial ways of getting your voice heard.  Whether you are voting for a Parliamentary candidate, a Local Government candidate, or a European candidate, voting is an important way of holding your representative to account.

Decisions are made on your behalf every day, ranging from what is happening in local schools and what recreational facilities you have, to national issues like healthcare and education, to global issues like defence and the environment.  Voting is central to the way our democracy works so it is vital you register to vote. 

Only individuals whose name appears on the electoral register are entitled to vote. To vote in UK parliamentary elections a person must also:

· be 18 years of age or over on polling day 

· be a British citizen, or be a Commonwealth citizen or a citizen of the Irish Republic (and resident in the United Kingdom), and 

· not be subject to any legal incapacity to vote (e.g. be in prison)

Download the Who Can Vote Factsheet http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/files/dms/0906whocanvote_23253-6144__E__N__S__W__.pdf
Download the Factsheet on elections http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/files/dms/0906whocanvote_23253-6144__E__N__S__W__.pdf  

To check if you are on the electoral register please contact Electoral Services Unit, City Hall, Bradford, BD1 1HY, 01274 432287.  To register to vote, please visit the Electoral Commission website at:

http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/Register/CitzSelect.cfm?officeID=48&CFID=2328833&CFTOKEN=52433616 
In the UK, there are three different ways to vote.  Most people vote in person at a polling station, but you can also vote by proxy or by post.

Voting in Person

If you are on the electoral register you will receive a polling card telling you where and when to vote (usually a school or community hall near your home).  To find out about the upcoming elections in Bradford you can visit the Electoral Commission website at: 

http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/elections/index.cfm?OfficeId=48&CFID=2328833&CFTOKEN=52433616 

Registering for a postal vote

You can download the postal vote form and get more information about postal votes from the Electoral Commission website at:

http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/Howtovote/?OfficeID=48 

A postal vote can be sent to your home address or any other address you provide and you will usually receive it about a week before the election once you have registered.  

Registering for a proxy vote 

To apply for a proxy vote (for someone to vote on your behalf) you must provide a reason for not being able to attend the polling station on Election Day.  For more information about applying for a proxy vote and to download the relevant form, please visit the Electoral Commission website at:

http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/Howtovote/?OfficeID=48 

If you require any further advice about registering to vote please call the Telephone Helpline on 01274 432287/432312.  If you would like to find out more about your right to vote in Bradford, please visit the Bradford Council webpage here. (http://www.bradford.gov.uk/government_politics_and_public_administration/democracy_and_elections/forms_to_vote.htm )

Disability Rights Commission (DRC)

The Disability Rights Commission established to stop discrimination and promote equality of opportunity for disabled people.  The DRC have published a Right to Vote page http://www.drc-gb.org/easyread/votingrights/index.asp telling people how to register to vote and provisions for disabled people. 

This information was correct at the time of writing but is subject to change. Please contact 

the office of Roberta Blackman-Woods MP if you think this advice sheet can be improved.

