Roberta Blackman-Woods MP

The Miners’ Hall

Redhills

Durham DH1 4BD

Tel: 0191 374 1915, Fax: 0191 374 1916

Email: mail@roberta.org.uk
www.roberta.org.uk

Planning

Planning applications are made to the Local Planning Authority which in Durham is the City Council. Depending on the nature of the proposal the City Council may either approve or reject the application through a system of delegated powers, whereby planning officers make the decision, or refer it to the Development Control Committee for determination. The Development Control Committee consists of a panel of local councillors and will generally only hear and decide upon more controversial applications.

In rare occasions where planning applications may be of national significance or in contravention of national, regional or local planning policies they may be referred to or ‘called-in’ by the Government Office. In such situations the Government Office may either choose not to intervene or instead refer the case to the Secretary of State for a decision.

As all planning applications have to be made to the Local Planning Authority it is their responsibility to ensure the process works effectively. As part of making the public aware of forthcoming applications Local Planning Authorities may post notifications nearby to the proposed development, such as on lampposts, put a notice in a local paper, or notify local neighbours by post. In Durham City all three of these methods are used for every application. When notification is received residents will usually have 21 days to submit there comments.

In all cases comments or objections should be made to the planning department at the City Council. Comments can be submitted online by following the planning links from the City Council website (www.durhamcity.org.uk) or in writing to:

Durham City Council

Planning Department

17 Claypath

Durham

DH1 1RH

In commenting on an application any objections are likely to be given more weight if they relate to areas of planning policy. At the local level the 2004 City of Durham Local Plan sets out specific planning policies for future development in the City. A copy of this can be found under the planning section on the City Council website or via the following link http://www.durhamcity.gov.uk/Pid/1004#id2488667.

At the regional level planning policy is set out in the Regional Spatial Strategy which was previously Regional Planning Guidance. A new North East Regional Spatial Strategy is currently in its final stages of consultation and the latest version can be found at the Government Office for the North East’s website at http://www.go-ne.gov.uk/gone/planning/regional_planning/.

At the national level Planning Policy Statements, which are gradually replacing Planning Policy Guidance Notes, set out the overarching policies for planning applications on issues such as housing and sustainable development. They can be found at the following link

http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planning/planningpolicyguidance/planningpolicystatements/planningpolicystatements/

For more advice on planning issues you may find it useful to contact Planning Aid North on 0870 850 9803 (Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays) or via e-mail at ntcw@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk. The organisation aims to offer free, independent and professional advice on town and country planning issues to community groups and individuals.

Roberta Blackman-Woods MP has been involved in a number of planning applications in the City and surrounding villages and takes a keen interest in the planning process. If you are aware of a planning application which is likely to impact greatly on your local community please feel free to contact her and she will be happy to look into it.

This information was correct at the time of writing but is subject to change. Please contact the office of Roberta Blackman-Woods MP if you think this advice sheet can be improved.

